Man, says Aristotle, is a social animal. We gather together for purposes of social intercourse, for celebrating fairs and festivals, for transacting business, and unfortunately also for waging wars. In doing so not only do we exchange our sentiments and feelings, our wares and our bullets, but also, unless we are particularly careful, we unwittingly exchange our respiratory and intestinal flora, and ectoparasites. Exposure to infection in this manner starts early in life, but as we grow older our contacts in the daily round increase and the spheres of the sources of infection enlarge and we contract many a common malady. The common cold is an example. However, under settled conditions of life, partly on account of natural adjustment of the herd resistance and partly to conscious communal efforts, the evil effects of this exchange of flora are, in a civilized community, very much minimized. In large gatherings, on the other hand, all safety measures are liable to break down with dire consequences. It is under these circumstances that the technical knowledge, the administrative capacity and the resourcefulness of the public health official are taxed to their fullest extent.
To escape from disastrous epidemics, therefore, we must look up to the health administrator for his thorough understanding of the problem, foresight, attention to minutest details, qualities of leadership and physical capacity on the one hand, and on the other to the confidence reposed in him by the community in the form of cooperation, investment of legal powers and provision of material resources.
The slow but steady development of inter- 
